RETIRING FROM THE WORLD
When a man retires from the e world' he is supposed to retire into obscurity; and to be loSt For what we cannot see and do not think about, has pradically no existence for us; and even if it does exist it is loSt in relation to us. There is much in the universe that may be said to be non-exiStent in this way, because it is un-perceived by us and remains unknown to us. Here then we have an unknown region and a man loSt to sight; both are beyond our horizon. But is it not possible that our loSl man may be doing something in the unknown region without our knowledge and permission ? Might he not see light where to us all is obscurity and gloom ? Might he not there see visions of life more real than our mechanical existence and discover aims and aspirations higher and purer than accumulation of wealth and power, and a civilization that is something better than shreds and patches ? Might he not, in short, find that ideal towards which we are constantly tending but which we seem never to attain ?
From light into darkness, and from darkness into light, these are the conditions of our being and we cannot go on for ever seeking light through the peep-hole of the world. Our way lies through the world but it leads beyond the world. Life heie is only a record of our blundering a&ivities; it is a series of erratic adventures in trying to find life: Only the man who gets beyond this stage might hope to have a glimpse of the light of another world. Having passed
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